The Proposed Christchurch Replacement District Plan

7.3.21 Formation of unformed legal roads

The following are matters of discretion for Rule RD3, Section 7.2.2.2:

1. Whether there is ability to form the unformed legal road in a way that is safe, functional and maintainable at a reasonable
cost.

2. Whether the use of the unformed legal road will adversely affect the environment and/or character of the location and
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Appendix 7.12- Road classification system

The purpose of Appendix 7.12 is to outline the Road Classification System, which is used to distinguish roads into categories,
as some of the rules in the District Plan only apply to some of the roads in a particular category.

1. Description of the Road Classification System

a. Functional hierarchy (Movement and Place Functions):
Traditionally road classification systems have primarily focused on the movement function of roads (i.e. moving
people and goods from ‘a’ to ‘b’) and seldom taken account of the communities and environment that surround
them. However the Road Classification System in this Plan (which is based on the Road Classification System
adopted in the Christchurch Transport Strategic Plan) presents a more balanced view of the role of roads by
applying a ‘place’ (land use) function for roads, alongside a 'movement’ (or link) function.

The Road Classification System in the Christchurch Transport Strategic Plan has been simplified for use in the
District Plan. The traditional four ‘movement’ function categories remain (Major Arterial, Minor Arterial, Collector and
Local) to show the role that the road plays in moving people and goods around the transport network. Some roads
have changed their classification from the previous District Plans as changes to the network have occurred over the
last few years.

In addition to the four 'movement categories', four 'place categories' now sit within the system to reflect the different
‘place’ requirements: Rural, Industrial, Residential, and Centres. These additions to the categories take into
account the surrounding land use, and show the role the road plays in contributing to the amenity values, identity
and public space of the adjoining area.

When the four place types are combined with the four levels of movement function, a two-dimensional array, or
‘matrix’, with 16 potential cells is created. This gives roads a dual classification, of one ‘place’ function and one
‘movement’ function. This ensures, for example, that arterial roads in residential areas are managed differently to
reflect their context in a different manner than arterial roads in industrial areas or local roads in residential areas.

b. Use hierarchy (modal networks):
In addition to the functional hierarchy, a road use hierarchy has also been defined within the Christchurch Transport
Strategic Plan. These networks highlight that different modes of transport have different priorities within the network.
There are five modal networks defined in the Christchurch Transport Strategic Plan:
i. the cycle network of major, local and recreational cycle routes (including on and off roadcycle ways, and cycle
ways within rail corridors);

ii. the core public transport route network;
iii. the walking network;
iv. the freight network (including the rail network); and

v. the strategic road network.

These networks are not specifically shown in the District Plan, as they will be subject to change over time.
However, they are an important part of Christchurch’s transport network and will be considered as part of the
Integrated Transport Assessment process.

In addition to the classification system the Christchurch Transport Strategic Plan highlights the need to
manage the road network more efficiently. The Christchurch Network Management Plan is being developed to
guide how the network will be managed based on user priority and the time of day, to reflect the different
demands that occur on the networks and the importance of prioritising users during different times of the day.

vi. Note that Appendix 8.6.3 of Chapter 8 contains the standards for new roads.
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2. Summary of the Road Classification categories
a. Each road will have a dual classification both a ‘movement’ and ‘place’ classification (see Figures 7.17(a-f) for
maps of the road classification). The ‘movement’ and ‘place’ function categories are described in Table 7.17.
Table 7.17 Explanation of movement and place categories

Movement function Explanation
category

i. Major arterial roads State Highways and key roads in Christchurch District that cater especially for longer
trips. Major Arterial Roads are the dominant elements of the roading network which
connect the major localities of the region, both within and beyond the main urban area,
and link to the most important external localities. Some major arterials, particularly
some state highways, serve an important by-pass function within Christchurch District,
directing traffic through it to areas beyond. They are managed to minimise adverse
effects from access on network efficiency. All motorways within Christchurch District
are classified as major arterial roads.

ii. Minor arterial roads Roads that provide connections between major arterial roads and the major rural,
suburban and industrial areas and commercial centres. Generally, these roads cater
for trips of intermediate length. They will generally connect to other minor and major
arterial roads and to collector roads. Arterial roads provide the most important
movement function and as such require the highest degree of movement function
protection. They may also define the boundaries of neighbourhood areas.

iii. Collector roads Roads that distribute and collect local traffic between neighbourhood areas and the
Arterial road network. These are of little or no regional significance, except for the
loads they place on the Arterial road network. They link to the Arterial road network and
act as local spine roads, and often as bus routes within neighbourhoods, but
generally do not contain traffic signals. Their traffic movement function must be
balanced against the significant property access function which they provide. Collector
roads within the central city are known as distributor roads. These roads have a
similar ‘movement’ function to the distributor streets in the Central City, which are
shown in the Christchurch Central Recovery Plan.

iv. Local roads All other roads in Christchurch District. These roads function almost entirely for access
purposes and are not intended to act as through routes for motor vehicles

Place function category

V. Urban (Centres) Any road that is adjacent to a Commercial Zone. These are the areas which are
shown as the Urban (Centres) Place Type on the Road Classification Maps (Figures
7.17(a-f)).

Vi. Urban (Industrial) Any road that is adjacent to an Industrial Zone. These are the areas which are shown

as the Urban (Industrial) Place Type on the Road Classification Maps (Figures 7.17(a-
).
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Movement function
category

Explanation

Vii.

Urban (Residential)

All other roads within the existing urban area as defined by Map A of Chapter 6 of the
Canterbury Regional Policy Statement, as well as roads that are adjacent to any other
Residential Zone in Christchurch District. These are the areas which are shown as the
Urban (Residential) Place Type on the Road Classification Maps (Figures 7.17(a-f)).

viii.

Rural

All roads outside the existing urban area as defined by Map A of Chapter 6 of the
Canterbury Regional Policy Statement, except for roadsadjoining to any Residential,
Industrial, and/or Commercial Zone in Christchurch District. Rural roads are generally
the roads classified as rural or semi-rural in the road classification system in the
Christchurch Transport Strategic Plan.

Note:

The exact area of all the place types is based on zoning and may be modified through the second phase of the District Plan

Review (especially the rural place type). Thus the second phase review area is shown on the Road Classification maps and the

rural place type is not shown.

1 If a road is adjacent to a Commercial Zone on one side of the road and adjacent to an Industrial Zone on the other side of the

road, then the place function is Urban (centres).

Note: The Stage 1 and Stage 2 version of Figure 7.17a and 7.17e showed the Central City area, as being 'covered by the

Christchurch Central Recovery Plan'. Alconsequential change, as part of the introduction of the Central City Transport provisions

Printed: 22 /7 /2015

Page 3 of 41

Christchurch
City Council ¥


http://proposeddistrictplanint.ccc.govt.nz/Common/Output/Report.aspx?HID=36415

The Proposed Christchurch Replacement District Plan

Appendix 7.12, Figure 7.17a - Map of Road Classification
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Figure 7.17: Road Classification Maps
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Appendix 7.12, Figure 7.17a - Map of Road Classification
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Appendix T.12, Figure 7.17b - Map of Road Classification
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Appendix 7.12, Figure 7.17e - Road Classification map enlargement
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Table 7.18 - List
of Arterial and
Collector roads

Road

Classification

Acheson Avenue (Emmett Street
— Hills Road)
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