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Michael Hilliard and Jeanette Spencer, 70 St James Ave, Papanui                     20.3.16

We oppose the proposal for medium density zoning in St James Avenue, Papanui.

Vehicle Traffic and Parking

St James Ave is becoming increasingly congested with moving and parked cars. The street is being
used as a thoroughfare as Blighs Road, Harewood Road and Papanui Road become more busy and
choked up.

We have many people using St James Park who park in the street - people walking their dogs here,
users of the Croquet Club, Northlands Mall and Papanui Village staff and customers who park and
cross St James Park to get to the Mall and shops, summer and winter sports groups, school
sporting events (parents and teachers), exercise groups and recreational users (family picnics are
popular in the park).

With higher density housing and the increased number of vehicles there will be more traffic and
parking issues, plus safety issues for the elderly, families, children and animals in the area.

Related to the traffic/parking concerns - why has the remainder of St James Ave on the Harewood
Road side not been designated for rezoning as it is closer to bus transport, shopping areas and the
‘Key Activity Centre’ as shown on the map? If only half of St James Avenue is to be rezoned it
would seem more appropriate to rezone the Harewood Road side..…

Culture and Character

St James Avenue has character. We have lived here for 8 years and frequently have people
comment as to how lovely the street and park are. Christchurch is the ‘Garden City’ and we feel it
is important to retain the streets that reflect this. Higher density housing/occupants/vehicles will
have a large impact on the existing character of our area.

With St James Ave present mix of housing options the area tends to attract young families, the
elderly and couples who are looking for long-term housing options. Higher density housing/units
would attract more transient occupants who may have less respect for neighbours and the area in
general.

St James Ave is a quiet and comfortable area to live. The general characteristics of this
neighbourhood are; spacious, leafy, tree lined, with space around and between dwellings, a
relatively wide and open street space, and garden style vegetation, creating an attractive, tree-
dominated landscape. We believe any future developments/changes where ever possible should
be in keeping with this character type.

We are concerned that there is a significant risk that an increased number of dwellings/population
would change our area and detract from its character.

Higher density housing/units will undoubtedly mean more noise and activity, increased demand
on the infrastructure and negatively impact on our standard of living. We believe there is the
potential for loss of privacy, increased noise and pollution, traffic issues and potential loss of
property values as a result of the proposed change.
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